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of Northern China,* the Generalissimo, Chiang Kai-shek,
who appointed him Military Governor of Lanchow. When he
arrived at that great oasis in the south of the Gobi, Ma
proceeded to enrol the population by force, and, with the
help of a Turkish officer from Constantinople, named Kemal,
raised an army often thousand men.
It was then, in the summer of 1931, that the Turkis of the
north appealed to Ma for aid. In spite of the difficulties
represented by the Desert of Gobi, he arrived before Hami
with five hundred Tungans and laid siege to it for six
months. But it was in vain. A message was got through by
Petro, the engineer of the Citroen Expedition, and reinforce-
ments were sent from Urumchi to the relief of the besieged
Chinese of Hami. After making forty-three attacks on the
town, Ma abandoned the struggle and returned to Kansu.
The Tungans continued fighting side by side with the
Turkis. First Barkol and then Turfan were taken and in
January, 1933, they laid siege to Urumchi itself. But the
capital was well defended by some thousand white Russians
who knew they would have nothing to gain under a Moslem
government. These Russians were so maltreated by the
Governor, Chin Shu-jen, that they rose in revolt and drove
him out—over the wall of his yamen and in nothing but his
shirt, it is said—on the I ith of April, I933»f
The Chinese officer, Sheng Shih-tsai, who took over the
command, had studied in Japan and fought in the Man-
churian war. He was deeply impressed by the growing
power of Russia and made a commercial treaty with the
Soviets. He also, it is said, raised a loan of five million gold
roubles from them to be expended in the development of the
province. Only 500,000 roubles were paid in money, the rest
* Feng, an independent General, was beaten in 1929 by Chiang Kai-shek's
government troops.
f He is now in prison in China serving a sentence of four years for having
concluded a treaty with a foreign power.
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